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D ear Family, 

 How do we talk about financial needs of others 
when some of us have financial needs ourselves? This is one 
of the issues we pastors face each time we challenge the 
church to be generous. Last Sunday, was a good example 
when we set an ambitious goal of $50,000 for Advent 
Conspiracy. Some people that heard this challenge are 
having a hard time putting shelter over their heads and keeping food on 
the table, let alone contribute more resources. I believe that God wants us 
to be challenged both as a church and as individuals. We are not 
accountable to GVBC for what is given, but to God.  

 

 The Missions Committee spent a lot of time going over the requests 
of our missionaries. We will also continue our Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes, which we have done for years. Too much? Too many 
requests? I don’t know. The need is great, and as we prayed, the answers 
we kept hearing were that these were good goals and together we can do 
it!   

 

 On the other hand, we have people in need. We have responded to 
those needs that we hear about, but we don’t hear about all needs. We 
want to. God has provided resources for those needs but we can’t get 
them to people unless we hear about them. Scripture teaches that when 
one suffers, we all suffer, so we need to know the needs so we can work 
with those needs. 

 

 Everyone cannot do everything. Yet everyone can do something. 
Sometimes that’s giving and sometimes it’s receiving. We are a family. 
Earlier this year, we sent $50,000 to Japan to help with relief. Not 
everyone gave, but it was sent from GVBC as one Body; one family.  

 

 The decision to set challenging goals for our church was difficult. 
We were in prayer and we asked what can we do? God moved us to see 
these needs for ministry. God has made you to be a sign of His presence 
in our world. Light your sign up. 

His Child 

Pastor Steve 
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Moderator’s Report 

We met for our September Board meeting on the 6th. 
We have been blessed each month by having one or 
two of the Core Ministry leaders come and let us know 
what is happening in their ministries and how we can 
support them in the future. 

This month Daniel Matsuda shared about Youth 
Ministry. He told us last month’s Youth Summer Camp 
was a time when hearts were moved toward Jesus and 
reconciliation took place between family members. 
Another area Youth Ministry is thriving is the Friday 
night meetings. God is blessing with many new 
attendees hearing God’s word. 

After Daniel shared, we got down to some of the 
business of the Board Meeting. As always we reviewed 
GVBC’s financial health. This is an area where God 
continues to bless through the generosity of our 
congregation. We heard 16 people attended the recent 
membership class, Class 101. And, we also approved 
the Missions Committee recommendations for the 
upcoming Advent Conspiracy. 

One thing which is relatively new to our Board Meetings 
is the “Pulse of GVBC”. This is a time we spend at each 

BOARD MEETING UPDATE 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 

On Sunday, October 2, we announced the start of the 
Advent Conspiracy 2011. The four themes are: Worship 
Fully, Spend Less, Give More, Love All. Last year we 
introduced the concept of Advent Conspiracy and we 
raised $38,733 for four village water wells and one 
institutional well. We used Charity Water as our partner 
to drill these wells. This year, we expanded our goal. 
The projects are listed below.  

The summary of the four themes is as follows: 

Worship Fully – Christmas is a time of worship and 
worship is loving God. We worship fully when we love 
God with all our hearts, minds soul and strength. 

Spend Less – We spend less by not purchasing all the 
presents we use to, and instead spend more time with 
our presence with the ones we love.  

Give More – With the money we save, we give more to 
the needs of people and ministry.  

Love All – By expanding our giving, we start to love all, 
not just our family or our friends.  

ADVENT CONSPIRACY 2011 
BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY 

Listed below are our goals: 

*$15,000 for missions projects that include: 
*$1,000 for Kudos transportation to Cambodia 
*$3,500 for Van Meters trip to Asia  
*$3,500 for Silzer trips to China, Brazil & 
Philippines 
*$1,000 to His Little Feet (Mikey & Christa 
Hahn) 
*$1,200 1 teacher for 2 months at a San Telmo, 
Mexico school  
*$4,800 for a possible trip to Japan dealing with 
relief efforts, or will give money to support relief 
efforts 

*$20,000 for Charity Water to support an industrial well 
*$15,000 for materials for Shoreline Community 
Church, Long Beach — "Park at the Church" (The 
church where Citylights meets.) 

In the next few issues of the Spirit, we’ll give more 
details of these goals. We will be collecting our gift 
boxes on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 18, 
during both services. 

meeting which gives the Board members an opportunity 
to share any concerns, blessing, questions or 
comments that have come up in the last month 
concerning our church. During this time, we heard 
about how some of the older and the college-age men 
had a great time of fellowship during an outing to a 
Dodger game. It was a fun time to connect and build 
relationships across generational lines. 

We also heard from Board Member-at-Large Edna 
Uratsu. She volunteered to be a cabin counselor at our 
past Youth Summer Camp — not knowing if the 
campers would be comfortable with her. She was 
blessed they were able to share openly with her. 

One of the Board’s tasks is to help plan for the future. 
We discussed the Advent Conspiracy, Pastor Osato’s 
immigration and housing issues, and developing better 
ways to serve disabled children and their families. 

The Board is doing all we can to help our church 
function for the purpose of winning souls for Christ. 
Please continue to pray for us this month as we tackle 
the church budget for 2012. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Paul S. Hirano, O.D. 
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On September 17 the Neighborhood Ministry, along 
with over 70 GVBC'ers, participated with the City of 
Gardena in its 12th Annual Keep Gardena Beautiful 
Day. The event sought to give GVBC'ers an 
opportunity to serve the neighborhood as a church 
body by doing various service projects. Our groups 
painted fences, park benches, and sports equipment 
at various Gardena parks and picked up trash along 
the streets. 

I talked to a GVBC junior high leader and asked him 
about his experience picking up trash during the 
event. He told me he more readily noticed all the 
trash in the streets, such as when he walked to 
GVBC from the Pacific Square parking lot. "Why is 
the only time I pick up trash off the streets once a 
year? I can spend two minutes a day whenever I am 
on a sidewalk to stop and pick up a piece of litter," he 
told me. 

He's beginning to realize, his witness to his 
neighbors does not have to be a gigantic church-
wide display of love and affection; he can also show 
love to his neighbors through the small, everyday 
acts. 

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL 
BY PAUL MATSUSHIMA, PASTORAL INTERN 

Above photos taken by the City of Gardena 
Councilman Ron Ikejiri 
Below photos taken by Silvio Carrara 



“These movies inspire me in the performing 
arts, such as musical theater, vocal 
performance, ukulele, piano, and dance,” 
Hannah states. One of Hannah's favorite 
movies is "Singing in the Rain" with Gene Kelly. 

Hannah’s spiritual gifts are many 

Hannah enjoys taking voice lessons from her 
mother, Wendy — a gifted singer, songwriter, 

and recording artist who recently released her new 
CD “Rise in Hope Again.” Wendy directs the GVBC 
Multi-generational Choir and has directed and acted 
in many musicals over the years (including GVBC’s 
many Christmas dramas). 

A gifted singer and actor in her own right 

Last year Hannah 
played a leading role in 
GVBC’s stage play “A 
Prodigal Christmas” 
[pictured at right]. She 
will be playing this role 
again this Christmas 
during the four encore 
performances. She has 
also acted and sang in 
her school dramas. Last 
year she played a part 
in the stage play “The Sound of Music.” This year, 
she is studying drama at Palos Verdes Peninsula 
High School. She looks forward to what God has in 
store for her in the coming years as she seeks Him 
first in her life. 

Hannah has performed dances for Hope for the 
Future, Beachcombers’ Friendship Night, and Aglow 
International Conferences. She has also helped her 
grandmother and Auntie Cindy with the Evangelism 
Ministry with their outreaches. Realizing the 
importance of outreach, Hannah plans to continue to 
pray for and to invite her non-Christian friends to 
Beachcombers Friendship Night and other GVBC 
events. She considers GVBC to be her second family 
because the church body is so supportive. 

Lean not on your own understanding 

Hannah's favorite Bible passage is Proverbs 3:5-6, 
which remind her to look up to God and trust Him with 
all her heart in all circumstances. 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart. And do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all 

your ways acknowledge Him. And He will 

make your paths straight." 

With her focus on God, Hannah completely trusts Him 
who gives her inner strength, confidence, and peace. 
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KEEPING YOUR FOCUS UPWARD 

PROFILE OF HANNAH KATAGI 

BY KATHY AISO 

A  native of Torrance, Hannah grew up in a strong Christian home with her mother, 
Wendy Katagi, grandparents, Charles & 
Marianne Matsuda, and auntie, Cindy Matsuda. 

A heart always open to God 

Having attended GVBC from the time she was small, 
Hannah accepted the Lord at age five. She heard the 
Gospel message many times — her heart always 
opened to God. During a prayerful moment at the 
2001 GVBC Harvest Festival, Hannah's grandmother 
led her to the Lord. "I am so fortunate because my 
whole family is so strong and always supports me in 
my Christian walk," she affirmed. 

A light for Christ on campus 

In growing up, Hannah attended schools in Palos 
Verdes. Currently, she attends Palos Verdes 
Peninsula High School. She looks forward to being a 
light for Christ on campus by serving in Christian club 
activities, ministries, friendships, and through her 
daily walk with the Lord. A key challenge is 
withstanding peer pressure to conform to worldly 
thinking as opposed to serving Christ in all things. 

Trusting the Lord in all things 

Hannah has learned to trust the Lord more than man 
through trials and difficulties. This past year was 
especially hard when she found out there was 
something wrong with her thyroid. After seeing a 
doctor, she was diagnosed with hyperthyroidism 
which causes extreme tiredness, difficulty sleeping, 
and higher heart rate. 

Her family and friends laid hands on her and prayed 
to God to heal her. She still continues to take 
medicine, but God answered quickly and healed 
Hannah’s thyroid. Praise God! 

Mighty to Save 

“He is so ‘mighty to save’,” Hannah states, quoting 
one of her favorite worship songs. Hannah gives all 
the glory to God for touching her and healing her. She 
knows her help always comes from the Lord. He will 
surely bless those who turn to Him in all things. 

Hannah loves old movies 

Outside of church and school, Hannah enjoys 
watching classic films from the 1940s and 1950s with 
her grandmother. 

"The blue sky of heaven is much 
larger than the dark clouds." 

— L.B. Cowman 

Hannah in “A Prodigal Christmas” (from 
left) Ashley Donald, Wendy Katagi,    

Jim Kaw ashima, Hannah, Lainel Finley 
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Our prayers and condolences go out to: 

� Jenna Ikemoto and family in the passing of her grandfather who passed away on Friday, September 23. Please 

continue to pray for Jenna and her family during this time of loss. Her grandfather was well loved and will be 
missed. 

Welcome to our new members 

� The Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to our new members on Sunday, September 25. Our new members 
are: Robert Cosare, Linda Fujikawa, Brian & Allison Lo, Rony & Ana Nicola, Lynn Nishikawa, Wayne Oshiro, and 
Katie Yoshida. Welcome everyone to the GVBC family ! 

Letters from our family 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our thanks for your bountiful donation of 

$500 [from our LOVE Fund], 16 bags of food and 3 cases of diapers. Your support of our Emergency Food 
Pantry Program is vital in allowing us to continue in our mission to ease hunger in Gardena. May we continue in 
this unique partnership and work toward ending hunger. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of 
Recreation/Human Services/Building Maintenance, by Lydia S. James, Community Services Counselor 

In the News 

� A picture of Rodney Tanaka was spotted on the front page of the Thursday, September 22, 2011 Gardena 

Valley News along with an article titled “Gardena Elks No. 1919 Roll Out Flowered Carpet For State President.” 
Rodney stood with a group of women dressed in Hawaiian hula dress, the president of the California-Hawaii Elks 
Association and several other Elks members. Elks Lodge No. 1919 welcomed the state president of the 
California-Hawaii Elks Association and his wife on August 27 at the Gardena lodge. 

� Congratulations to Herbert & Ruth Kawai’s daughter, Linda Okumura, who’s picture was spotted on the front 

page of the September 24, 2011 Daily Breeze along with an article titled “2 South Bay teachers go beyond the 
ordinary.” and also in the September 27, 2011 Rafu Shimpo in an article titled “Okumura Named a L.A. County 
Top Teacher.” Linda, who teaches first grade at Pacific Elementary School, is one of Los Angeles County’s top 
16 teachers. The Daily Breeze article stated that Linda “. . . can often be found dressed as a character from a 
children’s book. This year she will dress as Miss Spider and invite her class to take part in a tea party . . .hoping 
to teach her students the importance of proper etiquette and will share her own version of tea and crumpets.” In 
the Rafu Shimpo picture she is holding up her Teacher of the Year certificate along with Arturo Delgado, L.A. 
County Superintendent. She received her award at Universal City on September 23. 

� A group from GVBC attended the JEMS Mt. Hermon Summer Conference. Their group picture was in a collage 

of pictures in the JEMS Journal Newsletter, July — September 2011. The group pictured was: Tak & Sharon 
Shimizaki, Lisa Nagahori and her daughter Alana Ikemoto, Jeff & Minako Fujimoto with their sons Steven & 
Thomas, Cyril Nishimoto, and Wil & Kathy Honda. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month 
October is Pastoral Staff Appreciation month. Encourage our pastors (and their lovely spouses) with a 
little note of appreciation. A box is on the Narthex counter to place your cards and letters. We will be 
recognizing our Pastoral Staff and their spouses during both worship services on Sunday, October 23. 
Our Pastoral Staff members and their spouses are: 

Senior Pastor Steve Langley (Nancy Langley) 
Assistant Pastor — Worship James Chang (Courtney Chang) 
Assistant Pastor — Leadership Development Annette Kakimoto 
Associate Pastor — Youth Daniel Matsuda (Linda Matsuda) 
Associate Pastor — Teaching Ron Matsuda (Ann Matsuda) 

Nichigo Pastor Eiji Osato (Emi Osato) 
Elementary Children’s Director Susan Wakuta (Layne Wakuta) 

Worship Coordinator J.J. Frey (Melissa Frey) 
Assistant Pastor — College Chris Koga (Michelle Koga) 
Director Early Childhood Linda Matsuda (Daniel Matsuda) 

Pastoral Intern — Neighborhood Paul Matsushima (Monica Matsushima) 
Pastoral Intern — Junior High Layne Wakuta (Susan Wakuta) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� Oasis 

We will be taking a break for the holidays. OASIS will 
end on Wednesday, November 16. We will begin again 
on Wednesday, January 4, 2012. Taught by Pastor 
Ron Matsuda, ext 679 or ron@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo. We 

will be collecting hotel-size soaps and shampoo, 
travel-size toothpaste & toothbrushes to take down 
to Mexico with us. Please bring them in a plastic 
bag and set them in the office behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk. 

NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, but 
not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the church 
office or email her at: treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 15 to Sunday, October 16. Deadline to 
register is Monday, October 10. The Men's Retreat will 
at Victory Ranch. Speaker is Pastor Thien Doan, 
Citylights Church. Our theme is “The Transforming 
Power of God.” Applications are on our website under 
the calendar tab. For information, contact Dave Uratsu 
at dturatsu@aol.com or Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com or call the office. 

� 301 Class 

October 16 and 23 in Room 218 at 12:30 - 3:30 PM. 
Discovering Ministry (two-part series). Learn about 
your unique spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 
gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take 
the next step in the ministry exploration process. Lunch 
is provided. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 
Register by checking off the appropriate box on the 
back of your Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, 
ext. 0 or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net 

� The Great California Shakeout (Earthquake) 

Thursday, October 20 from 9:45 — 11:30 a.m. at the 
GVBC Community Hall. GVBC will join 7 million 
Californians as we "drop, cover and hold" and learn to 
better prepare ourselves for a major earthquake. This is 
an exercise with exhibits. Invite your friends and family to 
the GVBC Shakeout. To sign up contact Cindy Matsuda. 
Email her at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

Shoeboxes will be available on Sunday, October 23 in the 
Narthex and we will collect them during our Thanksgiving 
service in the Community Hall on Sunday, November 20. 

� Winning the Job Search Seminar 

Saturday October 29, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This FREE 
seminar is a great opportunity for those facing layoffs or 
those pursuing employment during the recession. We’ll 
discuss topics such as: overview of the current job 
market, designing a plan of action, effective research, 
networking, resumes/cover letters, follow-up, interview 
skills, and mental issues (fear, anxiety, depression). Also, 
we’ll have a question and answer time. To register or for 
info go to: winthejobsearch.eventbrite.com. 

� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
October 14 — Dodge Bowling 
October 21 — Sockey 
December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your 

parents, family, and friends) 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, email: susan@gvbc.net 

Deadline to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. Newport 
Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, Thursday, 
December 15. Cost $109 per person. Dinner at the Five 
Crowns in Corona Del Mar, evening cruise in the Newport 
Harbor Christmas Boat Parade, Rodgers Gardens 
“Christmas Fantasy.” Tour leaves GVBC at  1:45 p.m., 
returns approx. 10 p.m. Register at the information table 
in the Courtyard after the worship services or contact: 
Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 (See page 7) 
� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall BACK 

���� one hour. 
� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:00 p.m. 
� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 
� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 
� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 
� First Sunday of Advent November 27 
� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Experience the joy at Christmas again. FOUR chances to 
see our FREE encore performances: 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. 

�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:30p.m. 
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. This not-so-
perfect Christian family learns about God’s love, 
understanding and forgiving each other, joining them 
together forever. Check out our Facebook page at 
Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 673 
or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

Fall 180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
October 14 — James 4:1-10; Submit to God 
October 21 — James 4:11-17; Slander and Boasting 
October 28 — Worship Night (set up for Black Light Maze 

for Harvest Festival on Monday, Oct. 31—
opportunity to serve 

 

November 4 — James 5:1-6, Warning to the Rich 
November 11 — James 5:7-12, Patience 
November 18 — James 5:13-20, Power of Prayer (180 

Sleepover) 
November 25 — Service project: Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your 
parents, family, and friends) 

 

Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: daniel@gvbc.net 
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Issue 19 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, October 19. 

Hard copies available on Friday, October 21 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 16. 

For Sale by Owner:  Property at Green Hills 

GVBC owns seven individual adjacent cemetery plots located at Green Hill Memorial Park’s Sunset 
Terrace. The Board of Deacons has decided to make them available to the congregation for purchase  

According to Green Hills, each individual plot is currently valued at $7,900 and for an additional $3,650 
they can be converted to companion spaces. 

If you are interested, please call Peggy at the church office, extension 675 or email her at 
peggy@gvbc.net and she will refer you to our contact at Green Hills. 

 

 

Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:30pm, Community Hall 

The agenda will include the election of Board of Deacon Members and the adoption of the 2012 General 
Fund Budget. 

A copy of the budget will be available in the Narthex by Sunday, October 9. 

The slate of candidates: 

Moderator: David Cheng 
Member-at-large: Alina Lucas 

Member-at-large: Rodney Tanaka 
Member-at-large: Sharon Woo 

GVBC 2011 Harvest Festival 
Monday, October 31 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

The Annual Harvest Festival is coming and we need your help! 

We’d appreciate it if each family could contribute 1 to 2 bags of individually wrapped candy (unopened 
bags). Candy will be collected in the box in the church Narthex beginning Sunday, October 2. Also, we 
need around 150-200 very small, 4 inch (4”), squat pumpkins. 

Help is also needed with setup, clean-up, booth breakdown, candy distribution, costume preparation, 
distribution and laundering, security, and traffic control. Setup will be on Sunday, October 30, following 
the second service. 

On Monday, October 31, doors close at 7:30 p.m., however, the booths will remain open until 8:00 p.m. 
to allow the children enough time to visit the booths. 

If you, your Community Group, or ministry are interested in helping, please contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 
684 or email her at: susan@gvbc.net. 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Series: The Hole in Our Gospel 
 

Sunday, October 9 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Where is the hole? 

 
Sunday, October 16 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Finding the hole in me 
 

Sunday, October 23 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ What’s wrong with this picture? 

 
Sunday, October 30 

Pastor Steve ~ Putting the American dream to death 
 

Sunday, November 6/Communion(Fall back 1 hour) 
Pastor Steve ~ Uncovering the hole in the church 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

Harvest Festival 

Monday, October 31 

5:30 — 7:30 pm 


